
 
 

Tackling climate change in Menheniot 
 
1.0 Background 
1.1 This briefing note continues the progress report previously circulated in July 2021 
which set out changes to its working practices that the council may implement as part of its 
commitment to demonstrating leadership in its response to the challenge of climate change. 
 
1.2 Policy 1 committed the council to show leadership in its own operations by working to 
best practice in three areas. This note will explain progress to date and recommend two 
actions. These are items: 
 
4: Electricity can be sourced from a renewable tariff. 
5: Lanterns in council managed light fittings (car park at Bowling Green) can be upgraded to 
be energy efficient and are already regularly maintained. 
6: The council will consult on alternative methods to manage weeds and ground 
management as part of its biannual contractor review. 
 
1.3 Councillors are reminded that there is no statutory or regulatory requirement for the 
council to make a response to the climate emergency called by Cornwall Council. However, 
this council has already declared an emergency and facilitated two action groups. 
 
2.0 Item 4: Renewable electricity supply 
2.1 The council has historically purchased its electricity from EDF Energy under the 
unmetered supply scheme. This means that the quarterly bill is estimated and calculated by 
the supplier based on the electrical rating of the lamp and the timer settings used in its 
locality. The tariff it is sourced as ‘Standard 100%’ which means that there is no indication of 
how the power is generated. The cost of this tariff for 2020-21 (including the standing 
charge) was £352.04 (net). 
 
2.2 EDF Energy has submitted a quotation for a contract price, described as ‘Renewable 
for business 100%’ calculated at £106.82 (net). This assumes that the council would retain 
its existing lamps. However, because of the current volatility in the energy supply market, 
EDF are unable to confirm this price at the time of writing. 
 
3.0 Item 5: Lanterns in council managed light fittings 
3.1 SSE Enterprise currently maintain and service three streetlights that are located on 
Mine Hill (2 lights) and Bowling Green (1 light). They are examined at quarterly intervals at 
an annual cost of £162 (net). 
 
3.2 The current lamps are expected to last until April 2023 when they need to be 
replaced. SSE tell us that they are now obsolete so when they fail, they would need to be 
replaced with an LED unit providing a similar output at a lower wattage. The cost of replacing 
these three lamps would be £888.42 (net). 
 
3.3 Cornwall Council’s Transport & Infrastructure team have indicated that should the 
parish council agree to upgrade the two lights at Mine Hill (approximate cost £595), Cornwall 
Council would then agree to transfer ownership to themselves and maintain them in the 
future. ‘Maintenance’ includes regular inspections and the cost of electricity used: there 
would be no further costs to the parish council for these items. 
 



4.0 Item 6: Ground maintenance review 
4.1 As part of its review of the specification for a new ground maintenance contract, the 
council has conducted an opinion survey among residents to obtain their views on a range of 
topics ranging from frequency of grass-cutting, extent of strimming and the use of herbicides 
in managing weeds. The survey ran from 1-30 September. The survey report can be found 
on the council’s website here: www.menheniotparish.org.uk/the-council/climate-change/ 
 
4.2 The final specification for the new contract will be discussed and voted on in 
November. This draft specification (based on residents’ feedback and cost/efficiency 
outcomes) is included as an agenda item for the 21 October 2021 meeting. 
 
5.0 Recommendations 
5.1 That councillors postpone a decision to change its electricity tariff with EDF until a 
firm quotation is received. 
 
5.2 That councillors agree to replace the current lamps on Mine Hill and Bowling Green 
with more efficient equipment and subsequently transfer ownership to Cornwall Council. 
 
Author: John Hesketh Parish Clerk 
Date: 14 October 2021 
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